Thesis Evaluation
Title: Lettermania
Author: Sabzipoor, Erfan
Studio: Art in Context

Classification:1

Erfan’s graduation work, titled “Lettermania”, is a large scale installation that includes elements in plaster, styrofoam, LAN cables, and a tube TV. It responds to its location, though I don’t think it could exactly be described as site-specific; while its configuration does take advantage of the architectural features of the ground floor room where it is presented, the work is flexible enough to allow for alternative modes of presentation without any conceptual loss. 

Erfan’s work operates across the realms of conceptual art and installation, often making use of humor and uncanniness to offer poignant observations on the habits and patterns of contemporary life. This ability to observe and critique the infrastructures that shape our perceptions of reality appears clearly in this work, which takes specific interest in the “physical staging of typography as as a direct counter-measure to the dematerialization of language in the era of Large Language Models (LLMs).” The work’s monumental scale speaks to its theme—the immensity (and miserableness) of writing, its impossibility as a container of language. In his thesis, Erfan mentions object oriented ontology as a reference for this work; more than OOO, perhaps, I believe this artwork speaks to theories of media, in particular Derrida’s work on “Of Grammatology,” where he explores the idea of writing as container of language. A tube TV, positioned on top of a pile of letters, LAN cables connecting it to large scale letters spelling “I AM VERY MISERABLE ABOUT SENTENCES”. 

Language and writing made material. Media theorist Bernard Stiegler once argued that technology functions as a kind of exteriorized memory—what he calls “tertiary retention”. The materialization of letters, Erfan argues in his thesis, turns the “semantic block into a physical object.” Given the importance given to the materiality of these letters, I believe that the more careful consideration of the material used to produce them could benefit further iterations of this work. Styrofoam and plaster feel like choices that could be reconsidered in favor of materials that will further the conceptual argument of the work; after all, what types of exteriorized memories are these letters, sentences, languages functioning as?

I recommend Erfan’s thesis for defense and the conferral of the MgA. degree. I grade the thesis as excellent.
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